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had arisen from the people did not in any way affect the
general direction of his policy. As early as December
1923, when the tension between Italy and Jugoslavia
was very acute,, Stresemann was sounded on behalf of
Italy as to what attitude Germany would be likely to
adopt in the event of a conflict. Various more or less
authorised agents appeared in Berlin at the time and
tried to convert him to the idea of a German-Italian
alliance. Although, however, the offer was made just
at the time of acute crisis in foreign politics, Stresemann
did not for one instant succumb to the temptation to
play this card against France. He knew that, whatever
might be the advantages of a closer relation with
another Power, whether Russia or Italy, In such an
event Germany would find herself confronted by a
phalanx of the Western Powers, and the way to
Europe barred.

" Even Bismarck was not quite equal to such
manoeuvres, and they destroyed Caprivi; our age
bears such a load of responsibility for the future of the
nations, that this is no time for political jugglery."
TMs refusal on grounds of principle to try the effects
of a policy of bluff or balance, even at a moment when
Germany was politically isolated, led Stresemann to
reject the Roman offer in a courteous reply, " Ger-
many/* he explained ; ct Is unfortunately an object, not
a subject, in the sphere of foreign politics, and cannot
claim to be a State capable of contracting alliances."
Notwithstanding this refusal, the relations between
Germany and Italy remained for the time excellent.
Not until Rome began to make tentative overtures to
France was the Idea of a German alliance dropped.
The rumours regarding the offer in Paris that were sent